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Abstract

Soft warfare is regarded as an undeniable reality. Despite the significance and priority attached
to soft warfare conducted by adversaries against the Islamic Republic of Iran, no independent,
dedicated study has thus far been undertaken in the country on strategic monitoring, early
warning, and timely response in soft warfare. This study employed a developmental-applied
research design, adopting a qualitative approach and an exploratory research framework. Data
were collected through purposive sampling, which continued until theoretical saturation was
achieved. In-depth interviews were conducted with 17 experts from religious seminaries and
academic institutions. The interviews were transcribed and subjected to thematic analysis to
identify the processes involved in strategic monitoring, early warning, and timely response.
Furthermore, a panel of seven experts examined and discussed the soft warfare indicators derived
from the subsystems developed within the proposed strategic monitoring, early warning, and
timely response system. Through deliberation and the exchange of expert perspectives, the panel
sought to identify the key actors within the operational network of soft warfare. Trustworthiness
was employed as a qualitative criterion, while Cohen's kappa coefficient was used as a
quantitative measure to assess the validity and reliability of the research. The research process
involved iterative analytical steps aimed at obtaining the fullest possible understanding of the
strategic context of soft warfare. One of the study's principal findings indicates that, according
to the participants, the civilian and military institutions of the Islamic Republic of Iran should
establish an integrated strategic monitoring, early warning, and timely response system withina
soft warfare command headquarters. The participants proposed that this system operate as an
expert-driven, intelligent situation room, coordinated by the General Staff of the Armed Forces,
which would serve as a liaison between strategically significant defense and non-defense sectors.
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