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Abstract

National identity serves as a fundamental cohesive element in every nation, functioning as
a common ground and a bond among members of society. In Iran, national identity is
predicated upon two fundamental pillars: Iranian identity and Islamic identity. These two
components, in their reciprocal interaction, constitute the primary framework of national
identity and have demonstrated enduring continuity alongside one another, notwithstanding
historical and social transformations. This research conceptualizes national identity as
comprising these two pillars and seeks to investigate the impact of news—as one of the core
functions of the national media—on both dimensions of this identity. To this end, seven
distinct functions of news were enumerated, and their respective impacts on the constituents
of Iranian-Islamic identity—which form the core structure of national identity in the Islamic
Republic of Iran—were measured using a 49-item questionnaire. The statistical population
of this study comprised personnel working in the news departments of the national media,
with sampling conducted using a purposive sampling method. The sample population
included experts, academic elites, and editors actively engaged in the radio and television
news divisions of the national media, of whom 76 responded to the questionnaire. The
collected data were analyzed using SPSS software, based upon which the degree of
influence exerted by the news functions on the components of national identity was
prioritized.
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