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Abstract

Undoubtedly, among the most significant political events in Iran over the past decade are
the protest movements of 2022 and the associated incidents concerning women and the
Islamic hijab, both preceding and following that period. Analysts have advanced diverse
perspectives regarding the underlying causes, nature, dimensions, and management
approaches to these occurrences. Against this backdrop, the present study aims to
investigate the following research question: What strategic approach did Ayatollah
Khamenei adopt in his discourses on the strategic management of women's issues and
Islamic hijab throughout the 2022 events and their antecedent and subsequent
developments? The findings of this research, which are derived from a thematic analysis of
his statements—comprising 15 selected excerpts drawn from over 100 examined texts
spanning the winter of 2017 to the winter of 2024—indicate that his positions are amenable
to analysis within the framework of crisis management theories, operationalized across four
distinct phases: "pre-crisis," "during-crisis," "post-crisis," and "beyond-crisis." In the pre-
crisis phase, cultural/political metaphors were employed with the objective of elucidating
the issue of cultural onslaught. During the crisis phase, political/legal metaphors were
utilized to clarify the role of foreign actors in the 2022 events and to avert the polarization
of society regarding the hijab issue. In the post-crisis phase, cultural/identity metaphors
served to articulate the role of the Islamic Revolution in elevating the status and identity of
women, alongside underscoring the imperative of preserving hijab and modesty. Finally, in
the beyond-crisis phase, political and social metaphors were deployed with the aim of
preempting the recurrence of foreign-engineered crises.
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