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Abstract

The emergence of nation-states gave rise to the concept of national sovereignty. Over time,
however, new patterns of interaction among actors in the international arena have posed
increasingly complex challenges to this concept. This article seeks to conceptualize sovereignty
avoidance as an emerging phenomenon in international relations that, driven by technological
developments, globalization, and the rise of transnational actors, challenges traditional notions
of state sovereignty. The study adopts an explanatory research approach. First, content analysis
is employed to examine different theories of sovereignty and identify their fundamental
characteristics. Logical analysis and reasoning by contrast are then used to define the distinctive
characteristics of sovereignty avoidance. Finally, these findings are synthesized to develop a
conceptual explanation of sovereignty avoidance in international relations. The study claims
originality in both its subject matter and methodological approach. As its primary purpose is to
conceptualize an emerging phenomenon, it does not formulate a research hypothesis. The
findings suggest that sovereignty avoidance can be understood as a systematic pattern of agency
that challenges nine defining characteristics of national sovereignty: territory, nation, legitimacy,
governmental institutions, independence, loyalty, accountability, obedience, and supreme
authority. It operates through three principal mechanisms: avoidance of acceptance, liberation
from domination, and escape from control. Through these mechanisms, sovereignty avoidance
seeks to establish alternatives to the conventional concept of sovereignty. Rather than
constituting an anarchic rebellion, sovereignty avoidance is conceptualized as an emerging
paradigm that challenges national sovereignty and the nation-state system. Its distinguishing
characteristics include extraterritoriality, transnational communities, transnational legitimacy,
decentralized transnational network structures, interdependence, fragmented loyalties, and
transnational authority.
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