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Abstract

The United States, by introducing its new map (the Indo-Pacific map) based on the
geopolitics of access, seeks to establish dominance over the region and engage in military
competition with China. From the Chinese perspective, the United States, through power
politics and unilateralism, pursues absolute military superiority and the weakening of global
strategic security. By achieving spatial superiority, it regards control over the information
domain as a key component of modern and information warfare. At present, the two
countries are pursuing competition and an arms race involving advanced technologies,
particularly in the field of artificial intelligence. This study seeks to examine China’s
military-security role vis-a-vis global rivals, with an emphasis on Iran’s structural and
functional susceptibility to the effects of this role (problem statement). Using documentary
studies and exploratory interviews, the researcher collected qualitative data and extracted
the research model through content analysis and coding. The identified factors were then
evaluated by the statistical population through a questionnaire, and their significance was
determined (research methodology). In this study, the researcher seeks to answer the main
research question: How will China’s military-security role in the future geostrategic
landscape of the international system evolve, how will Iran be affected by this role, and
what will be the orientation of its rivals? (research question). In the course of the research,
based on 30 interviews conducted with experts, 9 indicators were identified within 2
components of China’s global role, comprising 51 themes explaining Iran’s military-
security susceptibility to China’s global role and 21 themes explaining the potential effects
of China’s global role on its rivals (research findings).
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