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Abstract

In today’s complex and dynamic world, predicting the long-term effects of policies,
particularly in the defense and security domains, faces significant challenges due to the high
volume of global events. This study focuses on the trilateral economic war among the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the United States, and China and employs the framework of
cooperative game theory to analyze optimal strategies. In this model, the national power of
each country is defined as a function of five key components: economic, military, nuclear,
diplomatic, and geopolitical factors.The findings indicate that a sustainable trilateral
agreement represents the most optimal strategy. This agreement includes the return of the
United States to its commitments under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
the lifting of sanctions against Iran and China, and the continuation of China’s cooperation
with Iran in strategic projects such as the Belt and Road Initiative, within the framework of
international trade regulations. This strategy not only reduces international tensions but also
enhances Iran’s position in regional and global affairs by strengthening the components of
its national power. The present study emphasizes that cooperation based on mutual interests
and strategic balance is the only pathway toward achieving sustainable stability and
reducing economic and security costs for all parties.
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