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Abstract

Iran and Iraq are among the important and influential countries in the political
developments and processes of the Southwest Asian region. The relations between
these two countries have experienced particular fluctuations throughout different
historical periods. Following the fall of Saddam Hussein and the Ba’ath Party, as well
as the change in Iraq’s political system, bilateral relations between the two countries
have witnessed improvement. Given the importance and nature of Iran—Iraq relations,
identifying and determining the threats affecting bilateral relations in the future is of
particular significance. Accordingly, this article seeks to answer the question: What are
the most important and influential political threats in Iran—Iraq relations? Through the
study of relevant previous scientific documents and records, conducting interviews, and
utilizing expert opinions, 20 political threat indicators were identified. Subsequently,
based on expert evaluations, the factors were ranked and their importance values were
determined. Finally, using the Importance—Performance Analysis (IPA) method, the
importance and performance of each factor were separately assessed based on a five-
point Likert scale. According to the results and factor weighting, five factors with high
importance and high performance, as well as four factors with high importance and low
performance, were identified as the key political threat-generating factors affecting
Iran—Iraq relations.
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