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Abstract

Given factors such as the lack of strategic depth, the inefficiency of conventional military forces,
the Israeli regime, the Islamic Republic of Iran, distrust of the United States, the pursuit of
domestic prestige and legitimacy, and political reasons for expanding nuclear technology, Saudi
Arabia requires nuclear energy as an alternative means of reducing its dependence on oil. At the
same time, developments in nuclear threats over the past seventy years indicate that public
awareness of the consequences of the destruction of nuclear power plants and nuclear weapons
was initially low; however, following nuclear incidents, concerns about nuclear disasters have
increased. Therefore, examining the nuclear advancements of other countries is of great
importance, and neglecting this issue may lead to strategic surprise and an increase in threats.
Despite its vast oil resources, Saudi Arabia has gradually changed its energy strategies and has
taken steps toward nuclear advancement with the aim of achieving overt and covert goals and
objectives. However, close scrutiny of the country’s actions and policies over the past 20 years
raises important ambiguities and questions, most of which have remained hidden from the
international community, and to date, no specific verification has been conducted by the
International Atomic Energy Agency regarding its secret and under-construction facilities. The
aim of the present study was to examine the threats arising from Saudi Arabia’s nuclear
advancement and its impact on the Islamic Republic of Iran. The research employed a qualitative
method, using thematic analysis with MaxQDA software based on the examination of
documents, theoretical literature, and interviews with an expert population. The findings indicate
that Saudi Arabia’s nuclear advancement has generated significant threats for the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the areas of knowledge, politics, economics, the military, nuclear industry
infrastructure, and the environment. It may also lead to an arms race, economic influence and
sanctions, political influence and threats, and increased regional and international tensions.
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